THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
against Frederick—it proclaimed a Crusade against him.
With John of Brienne at its head, an army of men bearing
the sign of the Cross and calling themselves Crusaders began
to ravage the Emperor's lands in Italy. The Pope had
summoned all Christendom to enlist in his new holy war, but
he put his faith mainly in the military Orders, and the
Temple and the Hospital answered his summons. While
Templars in the Holy Land were betraying Frederick to the
Sultan of Egypt, Templars in Europe were laying waste the
Emperor's Italian Empire.
In Palestine, Richard Filangieri, Marshal of the Empire,
served as Frederick's governor, and had the support of the
Teutonic Knights.    They had expected to gain considerably
from their co-operation with the Empire and they did so,
though the fear of the Temple that it would be quite over-
shadowed proved groundless.    Filangieri had little support
other than that of the Teutonic Knights.    He was opposed
by most of the leading nobles as well as the Temple and the
Hospital.    The King of Jerusalem had always ruled with
the advice of a council of the lords, and these lords claimed
that they must be consulted even when the Emperor was
titular king.    Frederick despised the traditions and customs
of the kingdom, and felt that to allow the barons a share
in the government of the country would be weakness.    The
lords pointed out that the King of Jerusalem must, by custom,
reside in the  kingdom  or  else appoint  a regent.    The
Emperor had no thought of taking up residence in the East
nor would he raise anyone to the regency.    He ordered
Filangieri  to  over-ride all  resistance, but  the  Marshal,
though willing to obey, could not do much in a country
where the opposition was so powerful and his own forces
so weak.
Aggression on the part of the Moslems prevented matters
from reaching a crisis. Frederick had signed a truce of ten
years with El Kamel, but in less than twelve months attacks

